Nov. 22]                       ST CECILY, V. M.

designs from the devil; but he was pleased to effect these mysteries in
silence and without worldly show and noise, that pride and hell might,
by his all-wise and sweet providence, be more meetly triumphed over,
whilst the devil himself hastened his own overthrow by concurring to the
mystery of the cross. From the marriage of the Blessed Virgin and St
Joseph, St Austin showsl that marriage requires no more than the mutual
consent of the will between parties who lie under no impediment or in-
ability to an indissoluble individual society of life. In this holy marriage
we admire the incomparable chastity of Mary and Joseph; and the sanctity
and honour, as well as the patronage and example, which that holy state
receives from this mystery. In certain particular churches the espousals
of the Virgin Mary and St Joseph are honoured with an office on the
2 3rd of January.

The following feasts are celebrated on November 21:

THE PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY : a feast dating back to the fourteenth
century: ST COLUMBAN of Ireland, Abbot, a native of Leinster, born about the middle of the
sixth century. He composed a commentary on the Psalms : ST GELASIUS, Pope, of an African
family, who governed the Church for nearly five years. A very learned man, skilled in the customs
and usages of the Church and eminent for humility, temperance, liberality to the poor and for the
purity of his manners.

NOVEMBER 22

ST CECILY, VIRGIN, MARTYR, PATRONESS OF

CHURCH MUSIC

(A.D. 230)

THE name of St Cecily has always been most illustrious in the church,
and ever since the primitive ages is mentioned with distinction in the
canon of the mass, and in the sacramentaries and calendars of the church.
Her spouse Valerian, Tiburtius, and Maximus, an officer, who were her
companions in martyrdom, are also mentioned in the same authentic and
venerable writings. St Cecily was a native of Rome, of a good family,
and educated in the principles and perfect practice of the Christian religion.
In her youth she by vow consecrated her virginity to God, yet was com-
pelled by her parents to marry a nobleman named Valerian. Him she
converted to the faith, and soon after gained to the same his brother
Tiburtius. The men first suffered martyrdom, being beheaded for the
faith. St Cecily finished her glprious triumph some days after them.
Their acts, which are of very small authority, make them contemporary
with Pope Urban I, and consequently place their martyrdom about the
year 230, under Alexander Severus; others, however, place the triumph
of these martyrs under Marcus Aurelius, between the years 176 and 180.
Their sacred bodies were deposited in part of the cemetery of Calixtus,
which part, from our saint, was called St Cecily's cemetery. Mention *

1 St Aug. lib. de Nuptits et Concup. c. n. n, 13, P- 287.